Pro Se Litigants

A pro se litigant is one who acts on his own behalf, someone who represents himself/herself without a lawyer.  Each party in a legal case has the right to appear pro se; however, it is not recommended.  Please keep in mind the following should you decide to represent yourself.

1. You are responsible for compliance with the South Carolina Rules of Family Court, the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, and appropriate courtroom conduct.

2. You must prepare your own case.  This means that you are responsible for preparing the proper pleadings and court documents, presenting all relevant evidence supporting your position, objecting to irrelevant or inadmissible evidence, and to arguing the applicable law.

3. You must file a Financial Declaration on form SCCA/430.

4. The Judge, Judge’s office, nor the Clerk of Court may assist you in your case.  Do not ask them for advice.

5. No Judge may dismiss a case outside the presence of the adverse party.  Never try to contact the Judge outside of a courtroom, whether by phone, letter, or in person.

6. Of you have started a case Pro Se, you may retain and be represented by a lawyer at any stage in the proceeding.

7. If you are using forms provided by the Center for Equal Justice or forms pulled from the Internet, actions for custody, approval of marital property agreements, or financial agreements will not be heard unless both parties are present along with the witness required by the rules.  No one can waive the right to appear unless both parties have previously appeared before the court to personally waive the right to appear at future hearings.
Those who truly cannot afford a lawyer, there are two methods of obtaining legal service.  Those who qualify under the income guidelines may get a legal aid lawyer through The South Carolina Center for Equal Justice located at 2803 Carner Avenue, North Charleston, SC  (29418) Telephone # 1-888-346-5592.  For those who do not qualify for a legal aid lawyer, the South Carolina Bar operates a Pro Bono Program (telephone # 803-799-4015), under which lawyers agree to represent needy litigants for free.  The South Carolina Center for Equal Justice must first screen Pro Bono Clients.

Those who can afford a lawyer may contact the South Carolina Bar Lawyer Referral Service at 1-800-868-2284, or refer to the attorney listings in the yellow pages of the telephone book.  The Clerk of Court staff is not allowed to recommend a lawyer.
DISCLAIMER:  Information in Pro Se packets is not legal advice and cannot replace the advice of competent legal counsel licensed in your state.  Family Court laws vary from state to state and the information in Pro Se packets available in the Clerk of Court office is specific to their state.  Please note that the current version of information in this packet is subject to change and make sure that you have the most current version of this packet before filing.
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